
Senior Seminar
Fall 2023



Agenda

● Introduction

● Graduation Information & Medallions

● What’s Next? College Search and Application Process

● Financial Aid

● Gap Year Programs

● Military Opportunities

● Apprenticeships

● Closing



Who is my counselor?

Mrs. Spurlock
D-Harley

Mrs. Carlson
A-C

Mrs. Shariett
Mam-Q

Mrs. Moore
R-Shaik & 

ESOL

Ms. Locke
Shaikh-Z

Mr. Brooks
Harper-Mal



Senior Remind

• Text the following to 81010
• Carlson, A-C, dhscar24
• Spurlock, C-Harley, @dhsspur24
• Brooks, Harper-Mal, @dhsbro24
• Shariett, Mam-Q, @dhssha24
• Moore,R-Shaik & ESOL, @dhsmoo24
• Locke, Shaikh-Z, @dhsloc24



Graduation

Date: May 21st, 2024
Time: 7:00 pm

Where: Gas South Arena

● The senior fee payment is coming up soon! The fees are $150 to start the year and will increase periodically 

through the school year. This will not only cover the cap and gown but the diploma, diploma cover, graduation 

ceremony, and a host of other items pertaining to graduation. 

● It benefits the senior to go ahead and pay early to avoid the fee increase. Seniors CANNOT do an a la carte on 

senior items. 

● Payments should be made to the 3rd Ascent website. 



Everything Yearbook



Everything Yearbook (cont.)



Medallions

To earn a medallion, students must be a member of a specific honor society and have 
completed at least 3 courses within their area of completion, as well as additional 
requirements.
Medallions can be earned in the following areas: advanced academic, fine arts, foreign 
language, and career tech. 
Students must complete a virtual “Pathway Verification Form” and turn it in by March 
1st.
If a student qualifies for a medallion in multiple areas, they will receive a “pin” for each 
additional pathway. Students will only receive 1 medallion. 



Requirements Continued…

To earn a medallion, students must be a member of a specific honor society. 

● Advanced Academic: NHS or associated academic honor society (Ex. Mu Alpha 
Theta if getting a math medallion)

● Career: NTHS
● Fine Arts: NHS, ITS, Tri-M, NAHS, Quill & Scroll
● World Language: NHS,  SNHS (Spanish), FNHS (French)

Community Service Minimum Hour Requirement:

● Advanced Academic: 10 hours
● Career: 40 hours
● Fine Arts: 20 hours
● Advanced Academic: 10 hours

*All requirements can be found on our website. 



Honor Society Sponsors

National Technical Honor Society- Donna Stohr

National Honor Society- Victor Lane

French National Honor Society- Dustin Daniel

Spanish National Honor Society- Jonathan Kent

Science National Honor Society- Courtney Jewett

Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honor Society)- TBD

Tri-M- Kayla Poor

National Art Honor Society- Kimmy Wood

International Thespian Society- Kirk Grizzle

Quill & Scroll- Jen Lombard



Seals… 

Career Ready Diploma Seals

- These are tracked by your CTAE teachers

Seal of Biliteracy (Sponsor: Dustin Daniel)

International Skills Diploma Seal (Sponsor: Agnieszka Ergun)

Fine Arts Diploma Seal

Social Studies: Civic Engagement Diploma Seal



College/Career Search

What skills and knowledge do I need for my career?

Login through Classlink 

Features:

Aptitude Inventory

College/Career Search

Describing You (helps with resumes/interviewing)



College/Career Search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

Create login & password

Features:

College Search, Career Search, Financial Aid, 
Navigating College Applications

Find Colleges→ College Search



College/Career Search (BigFuture 
Scholarship)



College/Career Search

https://www.gafutures.org/

Create login & password (add SSN to profile) 

Features:

Dual Enrollment Funding

College/Career Search

HOPE Scholarship Calculation



What’s Next?

Technical College

4 Year College or 
University

Gap Year

Military

Career or Apprenticeship 
Program



College Search

What am I looking for?
• Size, location, costs, majors, 

clubs/groups, etc.
• BigFuture, gaFutures, YouScience

How does the BIG 3 affect my admissions?
• GPA, SAT/ACT, Curriculum Difficulty

Have I narrowed my list down to 5-7 schools?
• 1-2 Reach, 2-3 Match, 2-3 Safety

4 excused college visits this year!



College Application Process

1. Determine what college(s) to apply to
2. Review deadlines & determine when you will apply (early, 

regular, rolling admissions)
3. Determine what application format you will use.

a. Common App, Coalition, gaFutures, or other
4. Submit application & application fees (usually range from 

$50-$90 per institution)
5. Submit supporting documentation.

a. Transcript 
b. Test Scores
c. Letters of Recommendation (if required)
d. Essay (if required)

6. Follow up with admissions frequently.
a. Check portal 
b. Rolling admissions 
c. Scholarships/Housing information 

*Check out the college application toolkit!* 



UGA and GT Stats



Holistic Review

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VARIexa4dw8


When to apply?

*Early Action/ED:
Priority Scholarship/
Honors College
Deadline



Common App vs. Coalition

● 1 platform
● 1000+ colleges
● Counselor will upload

○ 1 letter of recommendation
○ 1 transcript request

● https://www.commonapp.org/

● 1 platform
● 150+ member schools
● Counselor will upload

○ 1 letter of recommendation
○ 1 transcript request

● http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess
.org/

https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


Common Application
What is the Common App? - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QuoTcTBoTA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QuoTcTBoTA


Common App Recommendations and 
FERPA



What is a school report? 

A school report contains:
● GPA
● Class Rank
● Transcript
● Brief likert scale academic and 

extracurricular assessment
A school report CANNOT be submitted until a 
Common App transcript is requested from 
Parchment.

A counselor recommendation will only be 
completed if it is required by the college.



Transcript Request/Self Reporting

● No nicknames
● Accurate year of 

graduation (2024)
● If parents are completing 

for students, please use 
student’s DOB and 
graduation year 



Letters of Recommendation

1. Check to see if this is a necessary part of your college application. We will not write 
letters if they will not be read. 

2. Provide your counselor or teacher with your resume and Letter of Recommendation Info 
Sheet. 

3. Provide recommender with application due date, making sure to give them at least 7-10 
business days to complete your request. 

4. Remember, we do not work during school breaks. 

**Guidelines- Ask a teacher that knows you very well to write you a letter. This could be a club 
sponsor or a teacher that you have had that can speak to your struggle or investment in a 
course. Teachers reserve the right to decline your request for a letter of recommendation.

Click here for an article on high school resume templates. 

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/high-school-resume-template-2063264


Essays

Resources:

Crafting an Unforgettable College Essay

How to Write a College Essay

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-essay
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/how-to-write-a-college-essay


Testing

Test scores must be submitted directly from the testing agency. 

SAT- 4 free score reports each time you take the test (up to 9 days past the exam); $14 each

ACT- 4 free score reports each time you take the test; $18 each after

Accuplacer- Take at technical college

ASVAB- Take with a military recruiter, or at DHS. Check with  Mr. Brooks about test dates. 

*Please note that some colleges will allow for super scoring and others will only accept a single 
test score



Fee Waivers

ACT Fee Waiver covers ACT & ACT w/ Writing
● Score report to 6 colleges at time of registration
● Unlimited score reports to send to colleges
● Free Kaplan Online Prep Live
● Request for Waiver or Deferrals of College Admission Application Fee  (for admissions)

SAT Fee Waiver covers… 
● 2 free SATs, with or without the essay
● 6 free SAT Subject Tests
● 2 free Question-and-Answer Service (QAS) or Student Answer Service (SAS) reports
● Unlimited score reports to send to colleges
● Waived application fees at participating colleges
● Free CSS Profile applications to apply for financial aid from participating schools



Common Deadlines

School Early Action Regular Decision App Method

UGA Oct 15th Jan 1st Common App

Ga Tech Oct 16th Jan 4th Common App

Kennesaw Rolling Rolling Common App

Ga State Nov 15th April 1st Common App

UNG Nov 15th Feb 15th
Common App or 
gaFutures 

The Citadel Rolling Rolling Common App

*Any students who are 
applying to a school with a 
January 1st deadline need to 
have submitted their 
applications by December 
8th. If applications are 
submitted over winter break, 
they will be processed when 
we return starting January 
8th. 



10 College Application Mistakes to 
Avoid

1. Failing to read directions
2. Not taking ownership of applications
3. Submitting a lengthy resume
4. Not proofreading applications
5. Waiting until the last minute
6. Repeating yourself
7. Asking the obvious questions
8. Writing a generic essay
9. Overemphasizing extracurriculars

10. Not checking class requirements

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-college-application-
mistakes-to-avoid?onepage

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-college-application-mistakes-to-avoid?onepage
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-college-application-mistakes-to-avoid?onepage


Privacy in Admissions

Applying to college can be a very anxious time in a student’s life. We want to encourage our 
students to keep the college(s) that they apply to private as well as admissions’ decisions. Due 
to the delicate nature of the process, we want to encourage students to keep these decisions 
private and to share them with family and friends as they feel is appropriate. 



Transfer Students

Remember: It’s okay to 
transfer!
Your diploma will have the 
name of the last 
institution you attended.



Financial Aid- HOPE/Zell Miller

● Access your HOPE GPA at any time on the gaFutures website.
● HOPE Scholarship:  Minimum 3.0 HOPE GPA & 4 rigor requirements

○  Typically covers 75-85% of tuition costs (based on lottery funding)
● Zell Miller Scholarship: Minimum 3.7 Zell Miller GPA; Minimum combined score of 1200 

on the math and reading portions of the SAT or a minimum composite score of 26 on the 
ACT (single national administration of either test) and meet 4 rigor requirements

○ Covers 100% of tuition at public institutions in GA
○ Lowers to 3.3 GPA requirement in college

● How is it computed? Core classes only including foreign language, .5 quality point for 
AP/DE courses, never goes above a 4.0

● How do I apply? https://fafsa.ed.gov/
● Students are re-evaluated every 30 credit hours to earn or lose HOPE/Zell Miller in 

college.

https://fafsa.ed.gov/


Financial Aid- HOPE/Zell Miller

gafutures.org

If you do not have a social security 
card on file with the school, you are 
not eligible for HOPE/Zell Miller. 

The easiest way to check is to see if 
you are eligible is to access “YOUR 
HOPE GPA” on gaFutures. 



Financial Aid- HOPE Grant

● HOPE Grant at Technical Schools
○ No GPA requirement upon entrance

● HOPE Career Grant- 100% tuition in certain areas
○ Automotive
○ Aviation
○ Certified Engineer Assistant
○ Commercial Truck Driving
○ Computer Programming/Computer Technology
○ Construction
○ Diesel Equipment Technology
○ Early Childhood Care & Education
○ Electrical Line Worker
○ Health Science- ex. medical coding, nurse aid
○ Industrial Maintenance
○ Logistics
○ Movie Production/Set Design
○ Precision Manufacturing
○ Welding



Financial Aid- Academic Common Market                       

● Students can enroll in out-of-state 
institutions that offer their degree 
program and pay in-state tuition rates 
if that program is not available at an 
institution in their home state.

● https://www.sreb.org/academic-com
mon-market

https://www.sreb.org/academic-common-market
https://www.sreb.org/academic-common-market


Financial Aid

• Institutional: check college financial aid websites  for criteria and 
categories; apply early for merit scholarships

• State/Federal: HOPE, Work-Study Programs, Pell Grant
• Community: church, civic groups, local organizations.
• Private: parents place of work, FREE scholarship search through 

websites.
• Visit the DHS Counseling Website.
• www.scholarships.com
• www.fastweb.com
• www.gafutures.org
• www.gsfc.com

*Financial Aid Night (VIRTUAL) will be on 9/20 at 6 pm*

http://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/Page/23383
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.gsfc.com/


Gap Year

… “taking a gap year refers to taking time off 
between high school and college (or college 
and the “real world”) to travel, volunteer, or pick 
up a part-time or full-time job. Some young 
people use it as a time to “find themselves” 
and figure out what they want to do with their 
future.”
Text & Quotes from: 
https://counseling.steinhardt.nyu.edu/blog/gap-year-after-high-school/

Additional Reading: 
The Gap Year Experience: A Life-Changing Opportunity
Making the Most of a Gap Year Before College
Why Your High School Senior Should Take a Gap Year

Links: 
Gap Year Association: https://gapyearassociation.org/
USA Gap Year Fairs: https://usagapyearfairs.org/

Fun Facts from additional reading… 
● A handful of colleges offer scholarships & 

fellowships, including UNC and Princeton
● Harvard encourages the practice
● One survey found that students who 

participated in a gap year had a .15-.2 
higher GPA than those that didn’t.

● One survey found that gap-year students 
have higher career satisfaction than 
non-gappers

● Best programs feature some combination 
of cross-cultural experience, language 
learning, real life work, and volunteer 
experience

“Allowed me time for personal 
reflection”
“Helped me develop as a person”
“Increased my maturity”
“Increased my self-confidence”

https://counseling.steinhardt.nyu.edu/blog/gap-year-after-high-school/
https://www.princetonreview.com/study-abroad/college-abroad/gap-year
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/05/19/making-the-most-of-a-gap-year-before-college.html
https://time.com/97065/gap-year-college/
https://gapyearassociation.org/
https://usagapyearfairs.org/


Military

1. Talk w/ your School Counselor and/or 
Military Recruiter

2. Take the ASVAB (will offer at DHS)
3. Complete Physical Exam (MEPS)
4. Find the Job that you qualify for
5. Sign the contract and prepare for Basic 

Training



Military Pay 



Military



Apprenticeships

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suCuD2hfQAU


Apprenticeships



Apprenticeships



Apprenticeships

● Please note that the 
average Federal 
Student Loan debt is 
$42,271 for Georgians. 
(2022)

*https://educationdata.org/



Apprenticeships

● Free Tuition & Free Books
● Free Health Insurance
● Annuity & Pension
● Job Placement
● Training & Support for Life
● Highly Skilled, High Demand, & High Paid
● Occupation

Example of Schedule:
- 1st & 2nd year- Blended online learning, 

craft related proficiency tasks, on-the-job 
training

- 3rd-5th year- night school 2x/week, 
classroom & shop instruction, on-the-job 
training

- Based on Mechanical Trades Institute 
model



Certifications in the Trade Fields



2-yr Degree w/in Healthcare Professional Programs



Follow us… 
@denmarkhscounseling

text @DHSsss4 to 81010



School Counseling Website



Student Survey Parent/Guardian 
Survey




